Big Bus Dream-The Jesters of Xmas Town. Big Bus Dream is another example of Charlotte's
thriving pop scene, which has brought us the likes of Jamie Hoover, James Deem, Transmission Fields,
and some other high-quality artist whose name I'm likely forgetting at the moment. This is their second
full-length (the debut was produced by Hoover) and they have a sophisticated pop sound that's very
similar to The Eels; in fact, frontman Mike Shannon (a former CBGB's fixture) is a vocal ringer for Mr.
E himself. If you start at the beginning, you'll notice this resemblance off the bat in "Another Me", and
their understated folk-pop also carries some Elvis Costello and Lou Reed influence, nowhere more so
than the biting "Money Trumps Everything". Other highlights include the Willie Nile-style "Tremble",
the languid "Already Gone" (which has a hint of the Pernice to it), and the fiddle-friendly "Since You
Left". This is one Bus you'll want to catch.
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